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to violate any social barriers as regards eating and drinking.   I
expect only one thing from you, namely, that you should not
Create a fifth caste.    God has cast men in a  fourfold  structure
of society.   I can understand that; but please do not create a fifth
caste of untouchables.   I cannot tolerate untouchability and am
nuch pained to hear that word.  I would request those who oppose
tne to think carefully, to come to me and understand through dis-
:ussion what I am talking about.   If you   talk recklessly and
thoughtlessly; you are not going to convince anyone thereby.   I
have received today a telegram signed by two pandits. I do not
know these gentlemen; they write to say that the accusations heaped
on me in the name of Hinduism and in the name of the pandits
are baseless, that they are going to send me such messages signed
by the learned men of their class that shall prove that many
shastris support me.   They also plead their inability to work as
vigorously as I do in this field, for they say that I am fearless
whereas they have to weigh many.considerations. When Shri Krishna
went to Dronacharya and Bhishmacharya and asked them if they
were going to fight the Pandavas, the two elders expressed their
helplessness since, they said, they had to think of their livelihood.
We have many such Dronacharyas and Bhishmacharyas among us
who, poor people, have to think of their stomachs first.   They are
in no position to do anything.   The fault lies with Providence or
their circumstances.  Even so, they bless me in their heart of hearts
and know that whatever Gandhi says is true.   But here I must
also add one more thing.   I am a satyagrahi; my creed ordains me
not to kill anyone but to lay down my own life,    I shall have to
go my own way,   I have, therefore, a request to make to you.  If
you sincerely believe that untouchability is the very core of Hindu-
ism, then stick to it; but give me also my right to my belief that
it is a disgrace to Hinduism.   You may, if you can, rouse the
Hindu world in your favour; but give me also an equal oppor-
tunity to do likewise.   For a satyagrahi there is only one path to
follow: he does not seek alliances or compromises with others.   I
shall therefore assure you that in my dealings with you, I shall
always be guided by love.   If I am left alone, I shall segregate
myself and ask people to keep away from me.

To those who are assisting me in my work of removing un^
^ and to the so-called untouchables, I would counsel
even against abuse. Tulsidas has said that compassion
"Wry source of religion.   If you forsake love, you shall lose
They who regard untouchability as sin, must not sin
ttxeir opponents.  Turn a, smiling face

